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3 Maybe you should just go
  If there ever were a word with such 

density of energy and potential, it would 
be ‘go’.

4  Mind your own business  
in Laos

  Equipping local believers in order to send 
them out to be part of vibrant communities 
among the least reached.

5  Let us lead the way in helping
  Heavy continued rainfall has led to 

flooding in both the northern and southern 
parts of Laos.

6 The ripple effect
  We are all pebbles, and when you are 

dropped into a body of water, it causes 
ripples in the lives of people around you.

7 Short-term opportunities 
  Go to some amazing places with the 

opportunity to serve God.

 •  Christmas Outreach (Japan)
 •  Missions Discipleship Training 

(Moldova)
 •  The Luke 24 Journey (Namibia)
 •  STEP Florence (USA)

10 Longer-term opportunities
  There is a world of opportunity out there 

for you to serve with us long-term.

 •  Teaching English (El Salvador)
 •  Logos Hope (Ships)
 •  HIV/AIDS Prevention (Russia)
 •  Social Work – Project Freedom  

(Cambodia)

15  Are you going?
  Have you ever asked God about moving to 

a different country and using your gifts to 
see other people have an opportunity to 
follow Jesus?

Our Mission

We want to see vibrant  
communities of Jesus followers  
among the least reached.

Our Vision

• Focusing on the unreached 
• Partnering with churches 
• Caring for our members 
• Training & equipping world Christians 
• Mobilizing the next generation 
• Globalizing our ministry 
• Strengthening our organization

Our Core Values

• Knowing & glorifying God 
• Living in submission to God’s Word 
• Being people of grace & integrity 
• Serving sacrificially 
• Loving & valuing people 
• Evangelizing the world 
•  Reflecting the diversity  

of the body of Christ
• Global intercession 
• Esteeming the church

Stewardship Policy

The spending of funds received by OM Canada 
is confined to agency approved programs and 
purchases. Each gift designated toward an 
approved program will be used for that program 
with the understanding that, when any given 
need has been met or the specified project 
cannot be fullfilled, designated gifts will be used 
where needed most. Gifts are acknowledged 
and, where appropriate, an official receipt for 
tax purposes is issued.
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Maybe you  
should just go

EDITOR

GREG KERNAGHAN

so given the opportunity, why would you 
lean your ladder against the wrong wall? 
Does the way you spend time and other 
resources reflect a kingdom mindset? 
Are your priorities and aspirations God-
sized?
Go, because for two millennia a 
relatively small mission force has 
actually impacted the world at every 
level—and needs to do so. You can bring 
relief and hope to those devastated by 
disaster and, in doing so, change the 
course of a nation. 
Go, because your life and values will 
irreversibly change in ways that you 
cannot imagine—largely for the better. 
Even a few weeks, months or years 
engaging another culture will test your 
faith and broaden your worldview, so 
that your life indeed will never be the 
same.
Go, because otherwise you might later 
regret not going. When opportunity 
knocks, seize the day, for you do not 
know what lies ahead. 

That is not to suggest that every one 
of us is obligated to uproot and move 
down the road or across an ocean, 
although evidence shows that many 
more of us ought to. But all of us need 
to re-focus on our mandate, given by 
Jesus, to reveal the gospel among every 
tribe, nation and tongue. That will 
take commitment by every one of us: 
either we go or we send others, by faith 
keeping the kingdom of God first and 
foremost in our daily lives. Be a goer!

It’s one of the shortest words in English, 
one of about 30 two-letter words and 
one of only five verb forms (along with 
am, be, do and is): Go. If there ever were 
a word with such density of energy 
and potential, it would be ‘go’. Go is the 
bridge between thinking and doing. Go 
enables us to move from mere talk to 
walk. And putting that first foot forward 
has never been more attainable than 
today—if we take our calling as Jesus 
followers seriously. “Where there is a 
will, there’s a way”…to go.

You speaking to me?
With countless ways to spend our lives’ 
potential, we need focus to be effective. 
That’s why OM’s committed to mobilize 
people to pray, give and go. It can be 
that simple. To pray, we have recently 
produced a six-month prayer guide 
covering 26 OM projects/ministries. 
Contact us for your own hard copy. 
To give, our website (and every issue 
of Walk the Talk) features dozens of 
significant and strategic projects worth 
participating in. And to go, we challenge 
you to consider the many options in 
this magazine or our website. Dream 
differently!

But the world has always been needy of 
God’s touch and missions have always 
entreated God’s people to respond to 
opportunities. Why ask you to go now? 
Here are five reasons:

Go, because the Lord gave His church 
a universal command to spread His 
renown throughout the world, and He 
is worthy of that mission. “If you love 
me, you will do what I command” (John 
14:15, NIV). None of us are otherwise 
qualified, but God is looking for glad 
obedience.
Go, because no other enterprise on 
Earth comes even close in significance, 
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Since 2016, OM has worked in the 
capital of Laos equipping local believers 
through discipleship training, biblical 
foundations, living in community and 
marketable skills in order to send them 
out to be part of vibrant communities 
among the least reached.

Business As Mission (BAM) plays a vital 
role in our efforts to equip locals and 
expats to bring the gospel to the least 
reached. 

To date, at least 20 people have been 
killed and more than 130 people are 
reported missing. Around 7,000 people 
are reported to be sheltered in five 
different camps. The hardest hit area is 
no longer accessible by boat as waters 
have gone down, however it is also not 
accessible by vehicle because roads 
are destroyed and everything is knee 
deep in mud. The Lao army has used 
helicopters to drop regular supplies of 
food and water to those they can see 
who are trapped on higher ground.

The province where the hydro dam 
burst, was one of the most heavily 
bombed during the Vietnam war, and 
unexploded ordinances (UXO) remain 
in the ground in unknown quantities 
since then. An estimated one-third of 
those bombs did not detonate. Instead 
of destroying the buried UXO, the rain 
and floodwaters can dislodge and carry 
them to areas that were previously 
declared free of landmines. Pray for 
organizations who have been involved 
in clearing UXO from the land as they 
begin to plan for this continued work 
after the flooding recedes.

Mind your own business in Laos Let us lead the way in helping

To send more locals to these areas, they 
need not only solid biblical foundations 
and ministry tools but also marketable 
skills to work as ‘tent makers’ embedded 
among those they seek to impact with 
the gospel.

Participants grow in their understanding 
of Christ and self in a weekly Bible study 
and other training. The discipleship 
training leader informally evaluates 
participants through personal 
interaction and conversation. Each 
participant has had the opportunity 
to be a part of or lead an outreach 
according to ability, interest and options. 
They are challenged to pursue God’s 
vision for their life and country.

Developing marketable skills around 
BAM initiatives will help cover expenses 
but also prepare them to work in a self-
sustaining ministry with legitimacy in the 
community.

Your gift of any amount; $50, $100, 
$1000, will continue to equip locals in 
bringing the Gospel.

Laos is one of the last remaining communist states and the poorest 
country in Asia. Followers of Christ are persecuted, and missionary 
work prohibited. 81% of the population has never heard the gospel, 
while 113 of 135 ethnic groups remain completely unreached.

Heavy continued rainfall has led to further flooding in both the 
northern and southern parts of the country. 10 of the 17 provinces 
are experiencing severe flooding. Thank you for praying for the 
people of Laos. 

Our long-term strategy to reach the 
majority of Laotians is threefold

OM is collaborating with other faith-
based organisations to send emergency 
responders to provide care and support. 
Team members are also involved in 
gathering info about villages affected 
severely by flooding in other provinces 
where they have connections, to assess 
what their needs may be in the coming 
weeks. Please pray for safety for all 
team members as they travel and serve 
the needs of those around them. Pray 
for God appointed contacts and open 
doors into communities.

Please consider how you may like to be 
involved in OM’s Flood Relief efforts. 
Thank you for your continued prayers!

SOW
create opportunities to 
engage with the least reached

GROW
equip locals to reach out  
to the least reached

GO
see locals sent to the least 
reached areas

GIVE $130
to help buy basic food supplies.

GIVE $2600
to help a family get a temporary 
shelter they can use for the next year 
as they rebuild their lives.
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Christmas Outreach
JAPAN 

Less than 0.5% of Japanese people 
regularly attend a church. Over 90% have 
never heard about Jesus; who he is, what 
he has done, why he was born. The aim 
of this outreach is to bring the Japanese 
people the wonderful message of our 
Saviour. This gospel really is good news 
for the Japanese, so come and share it 
with them and be part of what God is 
doing.

Japan does not observe Christmas day, 
they only know of Santa. OM wants to 
share the meaning of Christmas through 
the Christmas outreach. Christmas is a 
good opportunity to share the Gospel 
with those who don’t know Jesus. We 
also want to build good relationships 
between local churches and OM Japan.

This outreach has a purpose: to work in 
partnership with churches and Christians 
to shape Japanese society for Christ. 
Our hope is that non-Christians will find 
it easier to visit churches through the 
Christmas Outreach program.

very blessed by some deep friendships 
with non-believers, a position that I 
hadn’t often found myself in. 

As time continued and friendships grew, 
I remember a distinct moment of the 
ripple effect in motion. I was walking to 
dinner with a friend and, out of the blue, 
she turned to me and asked, “Why do 
you have the faith that you have?” This 
led to a great and deep conversation of 
sharing the truth. 

I’m not sure how that conversation will 
affect her life, nor do I need to know. 
It’s about God working within her life, 
but it was a reminder of how ripples do 
happen. It reminded me that all we need 
to do is go. We need to trust that God 
will do the rest. I left Italy trusting in 
God to show Himself to her. 

Since we don’t control how ripples 
move and affect people, the key is to 
drop your pebble into the pond in trust 
of God using it to glorify Himself. Why 
not consider stepping out in faith and 
dropping your pebble into a new pond?

BY JENNIFER SUTHERLAND

Since coming back from serving in Pisa, 
Italy, I have been thinking about the 
ripple effect that we all have in our lives.

It still amazes me that we are all pebbles, 
and when you are dropped into a body 
of water, it is causes ripples in the lives 
of people around you. What amazes 
me even more is that we really don’t 
have any idea the effect those ripples, 
sometimes waves, cause. It’s very rare 
to get the chance to see those ripples. 
When each of us willingly steps out 
in faith that God will move and work 
in–and through–our lives, we drop our 
pebble into a new pond of water and 
naturally ripples happen. 

I had the opportunity to serve with 
the OM team in Pisa, Italy June 2015–
June 2017 and I had many different 
experiences and challenges while I was 
there, but I was constantly reminded 
that anyone can serve if they are 
willing. With Italy having such a small 
community of Christian believers, I 
found myself with daily opportunities to 
share God’s love in a real and new way 
to the people I would encounter. I was 

Short-term opportunities
OM has always enjoyed being at the frontline of short-term mission. 
Whether you have six days, six weeks or six months, we have a trip 
somewhere in the world for you. Our short-term experiences go to 
some amazing places with the opportunity to serve God.

4–13 DEC 2018 APPLY BY SEPTEMBER 24

The ripple effect

12
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MOLDOVA

Where is Moldova? Many people don’t 
know much of this small former Soviet 
country that borders the European 
Union—a country where many suffer 
poverty, hunger and deprivation, dying 
of cold inside their houses. Moldova 
is crippled by corruption and political 
instability, forcing parents to leave 
children and elderly behind to work 
abroad—a country devastatingly 
vulnerable to alcoholism, human 
trafficking and suicide. 

At OM’s Missions Discipleship Training 
Eastern Europe Extreme (MDT e³) 
based in Moldova, you will experience 
how God calls ordinary people to do 
extraordinary things as you step out 
in faith and grow in your relationship 
with the Lord by experiencing being His 

The Luke 24 Journey
NAMIBIA 

The Luke 24 Journey is a personal 
journey within a team setup. We focus 
on hearing God’s voice, living by faith 
and obedience. As we travel through 
mountains or desert there may be an 
opportunity to minister to or serve 
people. The Luke 24 journey is unique 
in the sense that it doesn’t have a fixed 
or planned program beforehand. As we 
journey together we ask and trust God 
to guide us in our daily walk with Him. 

Our desire through the Luke 24 Journey 
is that people would receive or confirm a 
clear calling and be commissioned to be 
Disciple Makers wherever they may find 
themselves in the future.

The Luke 24 Journey will start with 
biblical teaching that focusses on Jesus 
through the Old and New Testament. 
(Luke 24:27). Then we will discover 
together our identity and destiny in 
Christ. (Luke 24:31-35) It is also part of 
the journey that we equip participants 
in order to hear the voice of God and 
minister to others. Thereafter there will 
be an outreach to apply what has been 
learned. (Luke 24:47-49)

STEP Florence 
USA 

Why not consider stepping out in faith to 
participate in the Florence STEP (Short 
Term Exposure Program). It is a unique 
opportunity for individuals to serve God 
in Florence, SC, USA at the OM Ships 
International campus. This opportunity is 
ideal for those with little, or no, missions 
experience. We want each participant 
to learn and grow in their Christian walk 
and have their eyes and hearts opened 
to what God is doing through OM Ships. 
This is also an opportunity to seek the 
Lord for their next step. We hope that 
each participant will leave with a better 
understanding of ministry and the part 
they have to play.

During this 2-3 month program, 
participants will get opportunities to serve 
in our Ministry Center sorting and packing 
books. Other service opportunities are 
available on an individual basis depending 
on the person’s expertise. They will also 
participate in the OM Ships Florence team 
life and interact with our international OM 
missionary staff. Participants will serve 
daily at the OM Ships Ministry Center. 
The team receives, sorts, packs and ships 
Bibles and other Christian literature that 
will be sold in the Logos Hope Book fair, 
via the internet or to book stores around 
the world. 

hands and feet to the nations. MDT e³ is 
a partnership between OM ministries in 
Moldova and Romania with training time 
spent in both countries. All instruction 
will be taught in English.

MDT e³ is an intensive training program 
that equips you for a missional life which 
makes disciples of others, wherever God 
calls you. We focus on growing you in 
your journey as a disciple through four 
key areas: cross-cultural community life 
and adventure, one-on-one mentoring 
and discipleship, spiritual growth and 
leadership development, and practical 
experience of missions and evangelism. 
We aim to prepare and equip you, 
expanding your worldview as you 
discover all that God has prepared in 
advance for you to do! 

Missions Discipleship Training

26 JAN 2019 – 29 JUN 2019

APPLY BY 12 NOV 2018

24 JAN 2019 – 24 APR 2019

APPLY BY 2 NOV 2018 
1 MONTH

MAY, AUGUST OR OCTOBER

STARTING IN JANUARY, MARCH,
11

1
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Teaching English
EL SALVADOR 

El Salvador, which is Spanish for 
“the saviour” or Jesus Christ, is a 
predominantly Christian country on a 
Pacific Coast of Latin America. The small 
country is the most densely-populated 
state on the mainland of the Americas 
and is highly industrialised.

Many ministries in OM are looking 
for qualified ESL/TESOL English 
teachers to work toward seeing vibrant 
communities of Jesus followers among 
the least reached. Some of these 
teaching opportunities involve building 
relationships with a particular people 
group, while others involve equipping 
missions workers for future ministry. 

If you are a self-motivated teacher who 
enjoys a new challenge and wants to 
work toward the purpose of reaching 
those who have never heard the gospel 
before, consider using your skills with 
OM. Participation in local ministry and 
team life may also be aspects of your role. 

Longer-term opportunities
With OM serving in over 110 different countries, there is a world of  
opportunity out there for you to serve with us long-term. If you want 
to serve for six months or more, why not consider these options. 
For further options, visit www.om.org

Logos Hope 
SHIPS 

Volunteering on board Logos Hope, you 
will be impacted as you participate in 
this life-changing adventure.

You will get the opportunity to live 
in a unique international community 
on board a ship. Become a part of 
the organization aimed to bring 
knowledge, help and hope to the world, 
transforming lives and communities. 

Experience God in new ways as you see 
Him at work in and through you. Learn 
from different countries and cultures, 
sailing from port to port. 

Grow in character by living and 
ministering in the ship’s international 
community of over 400 people from 
more than 45 nations. Build friendships 
which can last for a lifetime. 

Serve and learn skills by working 
40 hours a week in one of the ship’s 
departments. 

Strengthen spiritual understanding and 
disciples through regular devotions, 
study, groups, prayer meetings and 
worship nights. 

Develop creative ministry skills such 
as drama, mime, dance and children’s 
ministry as well as public speaking skills 
and leadership skills.

Reach out to local people during your 
ministry days sharing your faith in a 
culturally appropriate way and serving 
the national church and community 
through longer ministry challenge 
teams. 

OM Ships International (OMSI) is a 
faith mission funded through gifts and 
revenue from the bookfair on board. All 
crew and staff serve as volunteers who 
raise their own support.

START AS SOON AS POSSIBLE START AS SOON AS POSSIBLE!!
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HIV/AIDS Prevention 
RUSSIA 

Are you bent on seeing the landslide of 
devastating effects of HIV/AIDS end? 
OM in Russia invites you to come work 
with our AIDSLink ministry! 

Counsel, teach, and lecture in schools 
to combat the lack of knowledge about 
HIV/AIDS. Get ready to connect with 
people to share how to live abundantly! 
OM is looking for a communicative, 
enthusiastic new team member ready to 
see Russia’s next generation provided 
with the knowledge to prevent HIV/
AIDS. 

Take a year or so to team up with 
compassionate and driven workers in 
Siberia’s capital to connect with young 
students, the largest group affected 
by HIV/AIDS. There are opportunities 

CAMBODIA 

Mercy Teams International (MTI) runs 
Project Freedom and a vocational 
training centre in Phnom Penh and a 
community church, education centre and 
rural women’s sewing project in a village 
two hours’ drive north of the capital.

Project Freedom offers counselling and 
psychotherapeutic resources to child 
victims of sexual and physical abuse. 
Project Freedom also works to help 
prevent abuse through training and 
education in the community. Project 
Wings is a vocational training centre 
designed to give young people from very 
poor backgrounds the opportunity to 
learn a technical skill e.g. IT, mechanics, 
welding and metal work, electrical and 
plumbing skills, carpentry and building, 
hairdressing and sewing.

to visit schools and universities giving 
preventative lectures, or to help with 
support groups speaking God’s hope 
into the depression that is the reaction 
to this life-changing disease.

OM’s ministry to those affected by 
HIV/AIDS or drugs continues to seek 
to impact people through prevention. 
We raise awareness amongst those who 
are not infected to know more about 
the problem of HIV/AIDS in Russia 
and among support groups for those 
already affected. We are also building 
bridges between local churches and this 
community on the periphery of society.

If you have training in social work and 
counselling, and are considering stepping 
out in faith, why not become a member 
of the OM MTI team? As part of the 
OM team you will provide support to 
vulnerable families, women and children 
through counselling, preventive and 
rehabilitative services.

In particular, this role will provide 
assistance and advice to the Child 
Sponsorship Programme, as well as 
mentor OM MTI Child Sponsorship 
Officer(s). 

Social Work – Project Freedom

START AS SOON AS POSSIBLE

START AS SOON AS POSSIBLE!

!
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Have you ever asked God 
about moving to a different 
country and using your gifts 
to see other people have an 
opportunity to follow Jesus?

Are you going?

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

JAMES SINSEL

It is always exciting to share experiences. 
Here are some ideas of how you—and a 
friend can—GO:

•  Find a local mission and volunteer  
(OM in Canada would love volunteers).

•  Find a short-term opportunity in another 
country (OM has trips for all ages).

•  Invite some people over and practice 
sharing why a relationship with Jesus is 
important.

•  Make a monthly commitment to learn 
the names of homeless or destitute 
people near you and pray for them (You 
might be surprised by their stories).

•  If your church supports missionaries, 
go visit them. If they do not, ask if they 
would like to. (OM can recommend 
people and ministries to connect with).  

As you read through these opportunities, 
pray for God reveal Himself to those 
that do not know Him. When you see an 
opportunity to make a difference, take it! 
Go on mission. Be on mission. Live with a 
desire to say “Yes!” to God’s invitation 
to GO!

I sometimes feel like I ask more 
questions than communicate 
information. Questions can create more 
opportunity for a person to reflect on 
how they feel about something or how 
to respond to things going on around 
them. For instance, how can giving a 
beggar money be significant in their life? 
Do you know any homeless people by 
name? Have you ever volunteered at a 
local mission? Have you ever shared with 
someone about Jesus? Have you ever 
had someone from a different culture 
come to your house for a meal? How 
about: Have you ever taken a short-term 
mission trip? If so, did you ever go back? 

The reality for most of us is that the 
we can go through life and never 
take any action to make an impact in 
someone else’s life unless we know 
them personally. We might have heard 
a story in church, or packed a box for 
Samaritan’s Purse or given to a worthy 
cause, but soon we are back to our 
normal life and we never think about it 
again. I am not saying that any of those 
things are wrong or that God does not 
use them in our lives. But it is becoming 
clear that how we view missions has 
changed in our culture and in the 
church. 

As a mission agency, we pray for people 
to join our ministries and give their lives 
to serve others. Have you ever asked 
God about moving to a different country 
and using your gifts, ability and passion 
to see other people have an opportunity 
to follow Jesus? There are an estimated 
2.8 billion people who have never heard 
of Jesus Christ. We would consider 
these individuals least reached.  Most of 
them will never have an opportunity to 
move outside their context be it North 
Africa, the Middle East or Asia (10/40 
window). 

PUERTO QUETZAL, GUATEMALA
August 31 – September 25, 2018

ACAJUTLA, EL SALVADOR
September 25 – October 9, 2018

LA UNION, EL SALVADOR
October 10 – 23, 2018

PUNTARENAS, COSTA RICA
October 25 – November 12, 2018

Daily Photo & Video  
Updates and more at 
WWW.OMSHIPS.ORG

Have any graphic design training? 
We are looking for a volunteer to  
help out temporarily. Please contact  
us at 1-877-487-7777 or online at  
www.om.org for more information. 

We also have different administrative 
opportunities at our office in Port 
Colborne ON. Contact us to learn more 
about these opportunities.

OM exists to partner with Canadian 
churches in fulfilling the Great 
Commission. We want to understand your 
church’s mission vision and explore ways 
to help accomplish it together.

If you are interested in booking an OM 
speaker or are ready to look at possibilities 
that fit your church, contact info.ca@om.org 
or call our office at 1 877 487 7777.

Opportunities in Canada

Logos Hope

Church Partnerships

Upcoming ports

Want to ask a few questions?
For further information, connect with the Mission Mentor closest to you:

Bill England, Summerside, PEI
Ministry Development Coordinator
bill.england@om.org

David Keith, Stettler, Alberta
david.keith@om.org

Christoph Koebel, Winnipeg, Manitoba
christoph.koebel@om.org

Matt Lahey, St. John’s, Newfoundland
matt.lahey@om.org

Carl Wilson, Kitchener, Ontario
carl.wilson@om.org

Rosy Wilson, Kitchener, Ontario
rosy.wilson@om.org

Rob Weatherby, Welland, Ontario
rob.weatherby@om.org
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How can I go with OM? 

ENQUIRE
Express your 
interest or ask 
to find out more 
either online, on 
the phone or in 
person. 
www.om.org

APPLY
Complete your 
application and 
related forms. Be 
accepted to serve 
in the ministry of 
your choice.

RAISE SUPPORT
Speak to your 
church, friends 
and family about 
joining with you 
to support you 
prayerfully and 
financially. 

GO!
Pack your bags 
—don’t forget 
your toothbrush. 
Get ready for 
an incredible 
journey!

We want to see vibrant communities  
of Jesus followers among the least reached.


