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  Nothing in this world is more beautiful 
than to see how wonderfully the Lord 
works and transforms lives, redeeming 
people and bringing hope. As you read 
this edition, I invite you to really feel the 
amazing way God is working in this 
world, including Moldova. I know there 
is much to pray for as well, and we really 
appreciate your prayers for all the 
needs, but I would like to especially 
thank God for the wonderful way He 
has worked in the lives of those 
included in these stories.

  You will read about Dana's mother; the 
situation she was in - and alongside her, 
her children, who had to suffer because 
of her addiction - but when God shows 
up, He makes something so beautiful 
from the ashes. A life restored - and 
alongside it also the other four.

  Regarding Ion's story, I remember him 
attending one of our football camps as a 
teenager, years ago. Listening to his 
story, I was amazed to see the impact 
that our sports ministry had in his life. 
My joy is much greater now, looking 
back and seeing how the Lord guided 
Ion, so that he joined OM Moldova and 
is sharing his faith with the people of 
Moldova, but even more than that, 
knowing that Ion is using his abilities to 
share the Gospel until the ends of the 
earth, while being on Logos Hope now.

  This is what I am talking about:
Because we pray together, God works, 
lives are transformed and we are 
encouraged to keep ministering here in 
Moldova because God is doing 
amazing things.

Counting on your prayers,

  Once again I am so blessed by reading 
these stories of transformation, of bringing 
hope and joy where there are none, of 
blessing people with the gospel - these are 
stories God Himself wrote for us, in which 
we see so vividly His Love for this world.

   During the past months I‘ve witnessed His 
wonderful deeds myself. I don't have space 
to share all, but here‘s a recent experience:

   A year ago, together with some partners, I 
visited Alexei, a man my own age, who has 
been confined to a wheelchair for several 
years. You could see he was hopeless, like 
the majority of people we visit. We gave him 
some food and shared from the gospel and 
then left, thinking what else we can do for 
him. Last week we visited him again and 
found the same hopeless man, not seeing 
even a smile on his face - a face that looks 
10-15 years older because of his sadness 
and hopelessness. We began to talk, telling 
him he can have the same hope and joy 
which we experience every day with Jesus; 
that he can start a different life; that it would 
be better to stay in a wheelchair and be with 
God than to be healthy, walk on your feet, 
but live without God. He listened carefully to 
every word we said, and when we asked 
him if he would like to receive Jesus, he 
said, “Yes, I do!” I asked several times if he 
was determined to follow Jesus; he gave 
the same affirmative answer. After praying a 
prayer of repentance he said, “I breathe 
differently, I feel differently!” We told him this 
was Jesus who had come into his heart. 
Right after the prayer, a smile appeared on 
his face. The lady from the local church told 
us that throughout the years, as she took 
food to him, she had never seen him smile; 
this was his first smile - because of Jesus.

    I am so privileged to be part of what God 
is doing here in Moldova, to be part of this 
wonderful team that‘s dedicated to following 
the One who is changing so many lives for 
eternity. We are all privileged to represent 
you in this ministry - all those who are 
praying for us, supporting this ministry, 
encouraging us and being alongside us.

Thank you and God bless you!
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Early on during the outreach one of my 
team members shared their hope that 
they would have the opportunity to tell 
someone the gospel in French, their 
native language. We all thought that 
the chance of that happening was very 
small, especially in the villages. 
However, a few days later, just as we 
were about to start our children's 
programme, a bus pulled up and out of 
it filed around 15 Belgian French-
speaking teenage girls, who then 
stayed nearby, waiting for us to finish. 
At the end of our programme this team 
member prayed for them and shared 
the gospel with them - in French! It was 
incredible; we prayed for one person 
to hear the gospel and God sent us a 
whole busload - to the exact spot at the 
exactly right time.        (Joanna Taylor, UK)

I loved seeing how God placed ordinary people with different gifts and 
used them to work so wonderfully together.

God has been teaching me to trust Him and His control in my life. His plan 
for me is good even when it doesn't match my own plan for my life.

God opened my eyes to be thankful and to see the people around me.

I have learnt more about myself, God and my relationship with Him in two 
weeks than in a year of being a Christian.

Having my heart broken for these girls has given me a clarity of purpose 
for my life. And I have been reminded of the power of hope.

I've grown bolder to share the gospel.

It has made me realise just how well off I am and how grateful I should be.

I fell in love with God again, with the Bible, with the beauty of His creation.

I loved to be here! The best experience in my life!

My highlight was to see how much hope we can bring with God's love.

When I prepare for missions with prayer and then submit my will to God, 
He will use me to do exciting things that I never really thought I could do.

It has refreshed my relationship with God but I have also learnt how 
strong and how vital prayer is.

I used to have a passion for evangelism - that passion is coming back.

I really understood for the first time what hope is!
It is so important to bring hope.

“We needed to set up the bouncy castle but already for hours there had been 
an electricity cut,” one OM worker recalls. “‘What can we do?‘ my teammate 
asked me. ‘Only pray,’ was my response. I saw him immediately bow his 
head to pray - and the next moment the electricity came back on. Then as we 
were setting it all up, an angry man came and began to verbally abuse us. He 
accused us of trying to buy the local children with our attractions and 
threatened to cut the bouncy castle to pieces. Again we didn't have any other 
defence than prayer - and just at that moment the mayor came by, rebuked 
the man and sent him away.“

This was a village with just a few new believers and the team was helping the 
small church plant reach out to the people of their community - some of 
whom showed open distrust towards these people of a ‘strange faith‘. But the 
believers had already gained the goodwill of the mayor, a lady of character 
who allowed no harm to the visiting team. The bouncy castle was a huge 
attraction and the children‘s programmes in the centre of the village drew a 
lot of children - as well as curious teenagers and adults who were hanging 
out at the margins, watching all that was going on. They saw the joy of the 
children; they heard the message that was shared; they watched the team in 
their other activities. Prejudices change only slowly, but they began to ask 
questions: Why do these people paint the fence of an old lady who can‘t 
repay them? Why does a foreign girl with a good education come to live in 
Moldova? We pray that the answers they received will truly challenge them to 
think about what really is important in life.

And there was one person who was overjoyed: A lady approached the team, 
sharing that she had emigrated to Italy years ago and there had married and 
become a believer. “Since then I have been praying for my home village,” she 
said, “but didn‘t know any ministry was going on there.” She had come for a 
short visit exactly when the team was staying there and was so encouraged 
by what she saw, she couldn‘t stop thanking them for what they were doing.

One morning in my quiet time I prayed, 
“Lord, please send your armies to protect 
us so that we can do our work safely and 
undisturbed.” Later that morning a police 
car stopped next to our camp. Some of us 
thought we were in trouble, but after 
speaking to our team leader the policemen 
addressed the group: “We came to see if 
everything is alright and if you need 
anything. We want to do all we can to keep 
you safe and help things run smoothly.” I 
was stunned. God had taken my prayer to 
send His armies quite literally! I felt the 
Spirit urge me to pray for these men and 
encourage them, and as I did so, they 
seemed really moved. And God continued 
to answer that morning's prayer, as the 
authorities in each village were very eager 
to protect and support us; we felt safe and 
so welcome.                        (Denise Paw, NL)
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Participants‘ reactions:

Answered prayers

Preparing the ground

2016

Moldova
Love

Love Moldova 2017 - save the date:    A: 11-24 June  /  B: 30 June -13 July  /  C: 16-29 July  /  D: 6-19 August

Running two camps for at-risk children and 22 day camps, visiting 47 
villages and reaching approx. 5000 Moldovans, providing 120 food 
parcels for poor families and giving away many Bibles - these are a 
few statistics from this summer‘s ‘Love Moldova’ outreaches with 

around 200 short-term participants from all around the world. As they 
ran day camps in villages, visited elderly or built playgrounds; floated 
down the river, went by horse & cart or walked from place to place; it 
was a privilege to see how God touched their own lives while using 

them to reach out to children, youth and adults all over Moldova.
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87-year-old Maria has only one leg and can't move 
around. When a team entered her home to bring a food 
parcel, she had no food at all in the house and no money 
to even buy a loaf of bread. She receives a pension of 
€50 but spends it all on her medication, which alone 
costs more than €80.

Because situations like Maria‘s are common, visiting 
poor families and neglected elderly with food parcels is 
a vital part of our outreaches, helping to alleviate the 
desperate material needs. At the same time the spiritual 
needs are just as severe and God‘s Word brings relief to 
their despair and their often distorted view of God:

When visited with a food parcel, old Evdochia told the 
team she was sure that her son was in heaven, because 
he had died between Easter and Pentecost - explaining 
that this is the period when the gates of heaven are open 
- but she wasn't sure about herself. The team could tell 
her that heaven is open to any who believe in Jesus as 
their Lord and Saviour. They prayed with her and gave 
her a Bible so she could verify this truth for herself.

“Even in his own village many people do not know that this man exists. He has no money 
for food, no documents (so he can't go anywhere to find work), no prospects, no hope - 
only anger.” This is how team members described the situation in which they found 
Vladimir, one of the people they delivered a food parcel to. It was a visit many of them 
later remembered as a highlight of their outreach. “We spent a long time there,” one of 
them shared. “At first he seemed not open at all, he was just focused on his misery, but 
after we shared our hearts the atmosphere changed.” As the team talked about God, 
read from the Bible, sang songs and prayed, little by little Vladimir opened up. When 
they read Psalm 103 he had tears in his eyes. In the end he himself also prayed, opening 
his heart to receive Jesus as Lord in his life. The gloom was gone; he was smiling and 
laughing. You could see in his eyes and face that he was a changed man.

As one team was travelling around by horse and cart, they visited a lady who had 
problems with her leg and could hardly walk any more. While they shared and prayed, 
their words seemed to have little effect: the lady continued to appear depressed and full 
of self-pity. However, the following day the team received a phone call from her. She was 
feeling so much better and - attributing it to their prayer for her health - invited the team to 
visit once more. Returning to that home, the team found she had gathered all her family, 
including her adult daughters and her son-in-law, and the attitude had changed 
completely: they were extremely grateful and open to hearing the gospel.

The River Outreach teams visit areas that have no local evangelical churches, no 
believers, no other witness throughout the year - but even though teams stop by just 
once a year, they see fruit. One river-team visited a lady who had been met by another 
team the previous year and at that time had been given a Bible. Using the icons on her 
walls as a conversation starter, they heard that - following the practice of the Orthodox 
Church - she faithfully prayed to these icons every day, looking for hope and answers. 
This was a perfect opportunity for the team to share about Jesus: that He is our hope and 
salvation and that He wants to hear from us Himself - directly and personally - in prayer. 
The lady was very open and started to ask many questions about different parts of the 
Bible. It was clear that she had been doing a lot of reading since receiving this Bible a 
year before, and it was very encouraging to see how hungry she was to learn more.

My Word will not return empty

As we enter the poorly furnished apartment, we find three 
children with their mother, who quickly sends them to put 
on better clothes for the visitors. We recognise the children 
as having been at our programme the previous day, where 
the youngest, a four-year-old girl called Ariadna, caught 
our attention by her restlessness, being unable to 
concentrate or integrate and clearly having some mental 
disorder. Finding out that she belongs to this family 
explains some of it: Preparing for this visit we have been 
told that the father is a heavy alcoholic and that the mother, 
too, often likes to have a drink. Ariadna immediately starts 
to inspect the food parcel we have brought. She is 
fascinated by the washing powder and soap she finds on 
top and for a while just holds them close to her nose to 
enjoy the fresh smell. Then she proceeds to examine the 
rest of the content. “Mum, Dad!“ she comments on most of 
the things she pulls out - 
basic products like flour or 
rice - and is excited when 
she also finds a toy in 
there. “Ariadna!” is her 
immediate decision.
Meanwhile the oldest of 
her two brothers, 13-year-
old Andrian, is sitting on 
the bed with a bandaged 
leg - working in the fields, 
he has badly cut himself 
with a scythe. As we have 
a nurse among our visiting team, she has a look at the 
wound. While she is talking, Andrian catches a few English 
words he understands and comments on them. “You are a 
clever boy!” is the lady's intuitive response - having no idea 
she has hit a crucial subject for the boy. His eyes grow 
wide and he turns to his mother: “Did you hear? Everyone 
says I am stupid, but she called me clever!” he says almost 

unbelievingly. Sometime later during our visit - without any 
context - I hear him speaking to himself once more: “They 
said I am clever!” We decide to offer him a Children's Bible 
and Andrian is overjoyed about the gift. He immediately 
starts to read out loud - slowly, haltingly, but with 
determination. Possibly he really does have a learning 
disorder, but maybe it is only the lack of support and 
possibilities that prevents him from keeping up at school. 
“Now I have enough to read until school starts again,” he 
says excitedly. Very likely he possesses no other book - 
nothing to help him practise his reading skills, nothing to 
broaden his mind and develop his imagination. What we 
could give him does not seem much: only a Children's 
Bible, just one simple sentence - and yet what 
empowerment, what potential for change these simple 
gifts hold!
We have the privilege to already see a first glimpse of this 
possible change at our next children's programme: While 
on the first day of our day camp Andrian stood out because 
of his disruptive behaviour, making trouble or using 
swearwords, after the team's visit to his family he is a 
changed person. You can see he is listening very 
attentively, raising his hand at all the questions, eager to 
participate and to be helpful. A team member talks to him 
about what he wants to become and is surprised to find he 
has a specific job in mind and is also talking about getting 
further education. She encourages him that it is possible, 
that there are many examples of people who despite 
coming from poor or difficult circumstances have made 
something of their lives.
While children like Andrian often simply follow their 
parents' example, this boy started to dream of and believe 
in something better. Nothing in his circumstances had 
changed during these few days, but there was a 
transformation more significant than circumstances: He 
had caught hope!

Life-giving words

Pray with us for all those who have been visited, that the Word that was planted will bear fruit 
- whether this is seen immediately, after a day, after a year - or maybe only beyond time.

Home visits:
Good News for the poor and neglected

What we could give

him did not seem much:

only a Children's Bible, just 

one simple sentence - and yet 

what empowerment, what a 

potential for change these 

simple gifts held!
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and healing
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interview

When the front was 

opened for prayer, 

every single girl 

responded.

“I told him to smile and his 

eyes filled with tears; he 

said he had no reason to, 

got up from the bench and 

walked away crying.”
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In July we ran a camp for 150 vulnerable girls from our Day Centres; 180 boys 
participated in another camp in August. For a few days these young people 

could leave behind the difficult situations they face at home and were able to 
relax, smile and play like the children they really are, knowing that here they 

were loved and cared for.

15-year-old Petru arrived at the boys‘ camp with a severe cut on the bottom of his 
foot that was causing him much pain and had already become deeply infected. 
Seeing he urgently needed treatment, the leaders wanted to send him back home, 
but the other boys who had come from Petru‘s village advised them against it, 
saying that his parents are alcoholics and his home situation very bad - no one 
would care about him there and certainly nothing would be done about his foot. So 
the leaders decided to take care of the treatment and allow Petru to remain at the 
camp. His foot began to improve rapidly, but it was obvious that the physical pain 
had been just a small part of the burden that lay heavily on this boy‘s heart. One of 
the camp leaders remembers talking to him: Petru was reluctant to open up. Being 
asked what he would like to change at home, he paused for a long time only to 
finally say that their doors and windows were not good. He did not have the 
courage to share about his parents, though you could see there was a lot of pain 
there. He was just looking for real love - from his parents, from the Lord, from 
anyone who cared. At the end of their conversation this leader asked him for a 
photo. “As we took the picture I told him to smile and his eyes filled with tears; he 
said he had no reason to, got up from the bench and walked away crying.”

Still the camp provided a break from some of Petru‘s troubles: he was safe; he 
knew he was cared about and prayed for; and along with all the other boys he 
heard more about God‘s love and design for his life. In the small discussion groups 
many of the boys shared about their difficult situations at home and expressed a 
desire to change. At the end of the camp you could see tough 15-year-old boys 
crying and repenting before God. “My life is a mess,” one confessed, while another 
resolved, “I don‘t want to be like my father”. As throughout the camp they talked 
about what it means to love God and to respect and protect others, these boys 
were offered an alternative to the destructive lifestyle they are confronted with 
daily - a lifestyle that only reproduces suffering, for them and those around them.

It is also the lifestyle we see affecting the girls so powerfully: At the girls‘ camp we 
were sad to hear that a 13-year-old and a 15-year-old who had registered didn't 
come because they are pregnant. We heard of two more 13-year-old girls who are 
living with their “boyfriends” who are in their 40s. Some of the girls told us how their 
fathers have tried to undress them, or how they think about suicide.

At the camp they spoke about how the devil uses the negative words people speak 
to us to hold us back from walking in God's plan - and how to replace these lies with 
Biblical truths about our identity. The girls were asked to write down on paper what 
lies the devil is telling them. “Nobody loves me,” were the few but destructive 
words some wrote; others filled pages and pages. When after this the front was 
opened for prayer, every single girl responded. It was an amazing time in which 
you could see God‘s Spirit do a powerful healing work in these girls.

Many of the girls and boys had a breakthrough experience at the camps, but it is 
crucial that they continue to receive help and support - support which the local 
churches provide through our Day Centres, the more specific help offered at these 
camps and conferences, and the support of prayer, lifting them up before the God 
who can change lives and who cares for the poor, the exploited and the fatherless.

No hopeless cases for God!

Oxana Lisii joined OM Moldova in autumn 2014. She works in our Relief department 
and is preparing to take part in a “Freedom Climb” next year.

What ministry are you doing within OM Moldova?
I manage some of the social projects in the relief department 
and am also responsible for several of our Day Centres for 
children and Elderly Care projects. Besides these, I am part of 
a project called the “Freedom Climb” with the goal of helping 
vulnerable girls, and I pray about how to do more in this area.

How does your ministry of relieving physical needs link 
with faith and spiritual needs?
We are praying that as the material help enters homes, it will 
do so together with the Word of God. The whole process of a 
project is accompanied by prayer. When we buy supplies, we 
do it with compassion in our hearts and with joy, knowing that 
they will serve true needs. Pastors testify that the projects are 
a real help for their ministry; people see the love and fear of 
God in the believers; local mayors approach the churches to 
appeal for help. Many of those who receive aid ask why the 
believers are doing this for them. It is the prayer, compassion 
and love that accompany a project that make the difference.

What do the needy people see about God through these 
projects that really makes a difference to them?
Most of all it's the fact that they are not forgotten. Many say 
they feel a relief from their hardships when we come and talk 
about God. It means a lot to them that someone entered their 
house to help them and they no longer feel left alone in their 
situation. In an environment marked by corruption, where the 
state does not care for them and they feel forgotten by people, 
they recognise that God is thinking about them.

Please tell us more about the Freedom Climb!
The activity of climbing a mountain is a symbolic act of love for 
people affected by human trafficking. The main goal is to raise 
funds, build relationships and make connections that will help 
support projects which address the issue of trafficking. I will 
take part to represent Moldova, to share about our ministry 
among vulnerable girls, about their situations and what God is 
doing; praying that through all this, God will open more doors 
for this ministry.

You had planned a Climb this summer - what happened?
I did not receive a visa for the United States (where the Climb 
took place), so I couldn't participate. Going to the embassy to 
apply for the visa, I was prepared to explain my purpose and 
share about the ministry, but they only kept asking me about 
my brother who lives in the US. But I am happy that I will have 
the chance to take part in a Climb in Peru in September 2017.

What kept you going after this disappointment?
I was very discouraged, but God told me to be courageous, 
take heart and not give up. What motivates me is having seen 
the hearts and pain of the girls at our camps. They need God's 
love; they need this time at the camps - that's why I keep on.

Why is this ministry so strongly on your heart?
I come from the same situation these girls grow up in; I have 
lived the same nightmares. I suffered much, psychologically 
and emotionally; I understand when they‘re ashamed of their 
family, of their home situation, of themselves; when they don‘t 
feel they are equal to others or made by God in a wonderful 
way. I lived with the thought that I am not good enough; now I 
want to help them. God has worked wonderful changes in my 
own family, and I want to tell others that this is possible.

What made the difference in your own life?
God changed me - and also made me a door through which 
His blessing extended to the rest of my family. I had moved 
out but God motivated me to return to my family and I lived 
with them for another ten years. During this time everything 
changed: My brother turned to God. My father, who had been 
an alcoholic, has not been drinking at all for the past 11 years. 
He has changed completely; he is no longer the harsh, violent 
man he had been. This is what I also want to tell the girls: 
Change is possible and it can start with them. It is not enough 
for them to just pray for their parents, waiting for them to 
change - but if these girls allow God to change them, He can 
also bring change through them.

How have you changed through your time with OM?
I‘m still in the process of change, but I‘ve become much more 
open and communicative. I was accepted the way I am; I was 
given second chances and opportunities to learn, to discover 
myself, to develop - in ministry, in vision and as a child of God.

Is there anything else you would like to share?
I need to raise finances for the Freedom Climb - funds which 
will be used for our ministry. These camps are so important 
and I would love us to be able to make them longer, so I would 
like to ask people to pray for this and also to consider if they 
can contribute with a financial gift.

Give: To financially support Oxana in the 
Freedom Climb and/or our ongoing 

work with vulnerable children, please 
contact your local OM office.

Gifts should be marked for “Moldova: Oxana 
Lisii, Freedom Climb” or “Moldova - HFN”.
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NEW !!! - starting 30 January 2017:

We knew you’d come!

Get involved:

        Pray for our ministries
  or

         towards a projectGive
  or 

          Go - join a programme:

   Love Moldova (2 weeks)
 MDTe³ (6 months)

 Global Action (2 years)

We need people to join us longer-term! 
Current needs include:

Contact us for more information!

 a married couple to provide

    Pastoral Care for our team

 a professional accountant
    willing to serve long-term

 a webmaster and/or 
    photo-/videographer

 Local Ministry Team workers:
    live in a village community & work
    with local children, youth or elderly

As one of this summer‘s River teams put to shore at one of their destinations, they 
were enthusiastically welcomed by the village‘s children who had already gathered. 
The team was curious to know how this was possible, as no-one could have informed 
these children about their upcoming visit. “We know you come around this time each 
summer” the children explained to the team - and since they did not know the exact 
time, they had simply gathered every day in expectation, to make sure they would not 
miss this important event, the highlight they had been waiting for all year.
Every year it is amazing for us to see how eagerly awaited our teams are by the 
children - not only on the River but throughout the country. “I loved seeing how joyful 
the children were at the programmes. It was beautiful to see children of different ages 
all joining together and having fun, as well as listening so intently to the Bible talks.” 
This statement of one of this year‘s participants stands for many similar ones we 
hear. Every time it is beautiful to see how much joy we can bring to the children with 
the simplest things - like a ball, some crayons, a little attention - and also how much 
these children take in and understand of the message shared with them. 

publications:

More stories can be found on:
   http://news.om.org/country-news/mdq

Contact us to subscribe/unsubscribe to:

 “Moldova News” (post or e-mail)

 monthly prayer calendars and
   bi-weekly prayer updates (e-mail)

 We are also on facebook (‘OM Moldova‘)

Do you hunger for more of God and desire to be used and grow in your 
giftings for His glory? At MDTe³ you will experience how God calls ordinary 

people to do extraordinary things, as you step out in faith and grow in your 
relationship with the Lord and experience being His hands and feet to the nations.

 cross-cultural community life & adventure
 spiritual growth & leadership development

 one-on-one mentoring & discipleship
 practical missions experience

Might this exciting new programme be for you or someone you know?
We‘d love to talk to you about it; simply write us an e-mail at MDTe3.md@om.org


